Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Holme Parish Council

held on Tuesday 15 September 2020 at 7pm (using Zoom).
1. Councillors present:   Mr J Griffin, Mr D Neal, Mr H Watson, Mr E Whittaker, 
Mrs W Aylesbury, Mr P Sargent, District Councillor Tim Alban, County Councillor Simon Bywater.

Also present: Mrs J Osborn (Clerk).
2. Apologies for absence: Mrs J Weatheritt

3. Declaration of interests: None
4. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 21 July 2020.

Cllr Watson proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 21 July 2020 be 
accepted and signed as a true record. Seconded by Cllr Whittaker & unanimously 
agreed. Minutes signed by the Chairman.
5. Public Participation. 
2 members of the public attended.
6. Reports from County and District Councillors
a. County Cllr Simon Bywater – mainly concerned with children’s services and welfare, and actions regarding schools and Covid-19. Testing is a priority. This will have an impact on budgets in future.

b. District Cllr Tim Alban – Great September Spring Clean, Supporting Local Businesses, Dog Control consultation, One Leisure centres now all open, HDC car parks to start charging on 21 September.
7. Planning
a. 20/01226/FUL – recommend refusal, still inappropriate in the setting.
b. Old applications – Clerk to write to Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) Planning dept and ask for updates/determination of outstanding/lapsed applications

c. Yaxley Road – some new documents published. Determined to ask Cllr Alban to call this in. Clerk to ask for and submit Speedwatch data for Yaxley Road.
8. Matters Arising from previous meetings
a. Footpath to Nature reserve – Discussed with Network Rail, photos of security fence taken and sent to Network Rail. Promise of action shortly.
b. Community Governance Review. Information unlikely to be forthcoming from HDC until after Christmas.
c. Speed Indicator Device – top speed 56mph, average 33mph from latest data set.  
Possible new post near Admiral Wells to be shelved for now. 
Acquisition of second device – Clerk to apply to Holme Reading Room Trust (HRRT) for 50:50 funding of a SID and 2 batteries, the Parish Council portion to come from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds. Proposed by Cllr Sargent, Seconded by Cllr Aylesbury. Clerk to order this now as HRRT funding has been pre-approved.
d. Local Highway Initiative (LHI) Scheme road improvements. These to be carried out on 5 October 2020. Station Road will be closed in sections and Speedwatch sessions are envisaged along the diversions. Decision not to make an application under the current scheme which closes shortly.
e. 1940s weekend. Clerk had been in contact with organisers and they had been understanding of the Council’s position. The event will not take place in 2020.
f. Railings at Short Drove. These are again leaning and it was felt that CCC should put the work right. Also the railings at Willow Hall Farm bend have collapsed and to be reported.

g. Trees on Holmewood green- still with Operations division at HDC for opinion.
h. Planning enforcement 28a-32a Church St. Clerk to chase as the white line/kerb has not been reinstated.
9. Financial report
a. Current Position - A copy of the receipts and payments and bank reconciliation to 14 September 2020 had been sent to each Councillor.
b. Payments: 
	31.7.20
	BACS
	Cambs ACRE
	£57.00

	31.7.20
	BACS
	J Osborn Wages & Exps July
	£437.01

	2.8.20
	DD
	1 & 1 Internet
	£8.39

	28.8.20
	BACS
	SLCC subscription
	£109.00

	28.8.20
	BACS
	J Osborn Wages & Exps August * included defibrillator battery & pads £73.80
	£401.43

	3.9.20
	DD
	1 & 1 Internet
	£8.39

	15.9.20
	BACS
	Business services at CAS ltd Council Insurance – year 2 of 3 year plan
	247.64


c. Receipts: £1430 Grave Spaces, £110 Memorial fee. 
d. Consideration of quotes for work to ground and path in Churchyard. Clerk to check work of preferred contractor and feed back to Councillors before engaging him.
e. Clerk pay scale adjustment – NALC increase (from £12.89 to £13.24 ph SCP rate 19) from 1 April 2020, approved.
f. Cemetery Fees review- new fees from 16 September 2020 as on the attached notice. In line with other local Councils it was agreed to charge a search/admin fee £30 for enquiries and to change the fee structure regarding charges for burials of minors.
g. Cemetery Records. Clerk to research the provision of a fire/waterproof storage container for the historical records and statutory ledgers.
h. HRRT have approved a further grant for production of Holme Parish News (administered by the Council).

The above authorised, financial matters all proposed by Cllr Sargent & 
seconded by Cllr Aylesbury, approved unanimously.
10.  Trees in Churchyard


Cllr Watson and helpers have cleared the fallen branches. Discussed and 
resolved to get the tree 3 yearly inspection carried out immediately with a 
view to any necessary tree work being carried out over the winter (as 
gaining TPO permission may take some time). Clerk to approach firm which 
did the inspection previously for a quote.

11. Reports from Clerk and Councillors

a. Defibrillator battery and pads purchased and installed

b. Ivy on Churchyard wall – Cllr Griffin has dealt with some and will attempt to clear the north side shortly.
c. Sawtry Eye magazine – after approach from Caresco, this will be delivered to Holme bi-monthly from September.
d. Contractors who cut verges have done a cursory job this time. The contract is to be re issued in November – clerk to rewrite the specification and agree this before inviting quotes for next year.

12. Correspondence and other matters.

a. Councillor Training – this is not yet compulsory, but recommended. Details to be circulated. 
b. Cambs Local Council Conference – will take place online 23 October 2020 – free and all welcome to attend (booking required).
c. Police and Crime Commissioner session - online 10 November – Cllr Griffin
d. ACRE AGM 18 Sept online - Clerk to send apologies.
e. HDC Dog Control consultation  - will be circulated

f. NALC session re Planning reform – no-one wished to attend. 

g. Remembrance Sunday – a low key act of remembrance similar to those held on VE and VJ day is envisaged as current Government rules prohibit more than 6 people meeting together.
h. Great September Clean up – Clerk to find out via Social media if there is support for a group effort and report to Chairman. May be better to defer to Spring.

i. Thanks to Cllr Whittaker for again making available his Zoom access.

Date of the next Parish Council meeting – Tuesday 17 November 2020
 Janice Osborn       

Parish Clerk    T: 01487 831451  
e: holmeparishclerk@gmail.com  
www.holmecambsparish.org

16 September 2020

Signed………………………… 

Date……………………………
www.holmecambsparish.org

