 Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Holme Parish Council

held on Tuesday 19 January 2021 at 7pm (using Zoom).
Councillors present:   Mr D Neal, Mr E Whittaker, Mrs J Weatheritt, Mr J Griffin (Chairman), Mrs W Aylesbury, Mr P Sargent, Mr H Watson, District Councillor Tim Alban. 


Also present: Mrs J Osborn (Clerk).  
1. Apologies for absence: County Councillor Simon Bywater 
2. Declaration of interests: Cllr Whittaker (item 6c)
3. Public Participation. 
Two members of the public attended.
4. Report from District Councillor: 

Tim Alban and Simon Bywater are working together to keep abreast of flooding 
issues. Whilst some gardens/land in Holme had been inundated, no homes had 
been affected. Cambs. County Council (CCC) had issued a flow chart to enable 
residents to 
know who to call if flooding was an immediate prospect.  

Fly tipping is still an issue and Tim will follow up 2 recent reports with Huntingdon 
District Council (HDC).
5. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 17 November 2020.

Cllr Aylesbury proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 17 November be accepted and signed as a true record. Seconded by Cllr Whittaker & unanimously agreed. Minutes signed by the Vice Chairman.
6. Planning
a. 20/00208/OUT Yaxley Road. This application had been determined at a meeting of the HDC Development Management Committee (DMC) in late December, last item on agenda. It was suggested that to have this item heard so late into an evening meeting could be inequitable and Cllr Alban will raise this with Head of Planning. The development was approved by DMC, however, with conditions still to be negotiated & published concerning green space, a footpath and extension of the 30mph zone. 
b. 20/00989/OUT, Old Coal Yard (revision from 3 to 2 dwellings).  Recommended for approval in principle for 2 dwellings, all matters reserved.

c. 20/02336/HHFUL Now approved by HDC
d. 20/2316/HHFUL Now approved by HDC
e. 20/02600/HHFUL Recommended for approval. Noted that the extension comes close to the garden boundary.

f. 19/02207/FUL – Parkside House, Station Rd – the application for 2 houses in the rear garden previously refused by HDC has been appealed, to be heard by a Planning Inspector by written representations. Clerk has sent the Council’s previous objections to the Planning Inspectorate.
g. Enforcement Cases.

i. 30/32 30a/32a Church St – Boundary/roadside treatment is not as shown in approved plans.

ii. 44 Church St – Hedge next to Spinney Path has not been provided.
iii. Wall/gravel at Briarways, Station Rd. The gravel is the domain of Highways dept. which has approved it but the wall has been built/raised without planning consultation.
h. Other open applications – nothing new to add.

7. Matters Arising from previous meetings
a. Post Box, Church St – turns out it had been stolen. Has now been replaced.
b. Bollard near School- has been replaced

c. Speed Indicator – Speeds have dropped to an average of 25mph near the cemetery in both directions, and max speed 65mph in the last 2 months since installation of red tarmac strips but will also have been affected by the second SID at Holmewood and lockdown restrictions.
d. Church Path. Clerk to write to contractor praising his work. More grass seed will probably be needed in spring.

e. Record Storage. Bag purchased is good quality and fit for purpose.

f. Speeding on Station Road. The police carried out some speed monitoring and stopped 2 speeding vehicles. 

g. Traffic Calming/Road closure scheme near school – Cllr Neal to follow up.

8. Community Governance Review. The HDC Elections Manager had asked for Parish 
steer on when elections should be called for the 2 newly approved 
Councillor posts. Choices being a. May 2021 for one year, and whole Council 
elections in 
2022; 
b. May 2021 for 5 years (whole Council election); or c.  
May 2022 on the normal cycle. The Council decided that the May 2022 
option was the most practical especially with uncertain Coronavirus 
circumstances and Clerk was instructed to feed this back to the Elections 
Manager.
9. Footpath to Nature reserve. Finally Clerk had received notice from Network Rail 
(NR) that the proposal is acceptable, however a fence alongside the East 
Coast Main Line section will need to be provided.  NR need the titles of the 
landowners to draft the permissive agreement. Clerk has contacted Great 
Fen/Wildlife Trust to find out. Councillors felt they would like to see the 
agreement before becoming a signatory; as the Council does not own any 
land this is optional, but the project was initiated by the Council and it was 
felt that being a signatory might ensure that the project runs through to a 
conclusion. Clerk to investigate the required specification for the fence and 
get a quote but external funding will be required and grant awarding bodies 
will be researched.

10. Trees in Churchyard

A Tree survey had been carried out, suggesting Ash Tree (T2) should be 
braced, and on other trees small works are required to deal with ivy and 
dead wood.  After discussion, Clerk to ask another tree surgeon for his 
opinion as it was felt that T2 is not a specimen tree and may be better to be 
felled if permission 
can be obtained as there is a Tree Preservation Order on 
it. Clerk to obtain another price for all works specified. 
11. Holme Cemetery
a. Sunken graves. These are the property of the owner & families and unless there is danger the Council will not take action. A notice regarding uneven ground to be placed in the noticeboard.

b. Flowers/wreaths. The regulations state that Christmas wreaths should be removed by 15 February, Clerk to put a note in Parish News and to encourage use of more natural, recyclable and sustainable items in future. No amendments to the rules are required.

12. Cemetery Gates

Gates are ready to be replaced as very rotten. Clerk to approach contractor who did the inner gates for his quote. Replacement to be like for like.

13. Financial report
a. Current Position - A copy of the receipts and payments and bank reconciliation to 18 January 2021 had been sent to Councillors.
b. Payments: 
	20.11.20
	BACS
	Holme Primary School (Parish News)
	28.80

	20.11.20
	BACS
	Ayres Tree Care (Cemetery conifers)
	520.00

	30.11.20
	BACS
	Mrs J Osborn wages/Exps November
	366.95

	30.11.20
	BACS
	R J Mabbutt (Church Path)
	285.00

	30.11.20
	Chq 101246
	DP Stafford Landscaping
	1244.11

	31.11.20
	BACS
	SLCC Enterprises- Practitioners’ Conference
	90.00

	4.12.20
	DD
	1 and 1 Internet
	8.39

	31.12.20
	BACS
	Holme Primary School (Parish News)
	28.20

	31.12.20
	Chq 101247
	H Watson (Bulbs)
	25.00

	31.1220
	BACS
	Mrs J Osborn wages/exps December
	259.00

	31.12.20
	BACS
	HMRC PAYE Q3
	17.40


c. Receipts: one grave space/ interment fee £270.00
Proposed for approval by Cllr Neal, Seconded by Cllr Weatheritt.
14. Reports from Clerk and Councillors
a. Noticeboard near pub. Cllrs Watson and Neal will repair and straighten it.
b. Road sign for Yaxley Road near pub is askew - reported to HDC

c. Cllrs Weatheritt and Aylesbury had tidied up road verge along Station Road and were thanked.
d. Random expired roadworks signage to be reported to Highways for removal.


15.  Correspondence and other matters.
a. Councillor/Chairman Training – Details have been circulated. 
b. Consultation re Fen Biosphere - circulated

c. Application for replacement of existing memorial – Approved.
d. Parking on Station Road. Discussed and decide to await plans for the pedestrian crossing associated with the 2 new developments in prospect before considering further speed control measures. Police will enforce if dangerous.

e. Internal Drainage board - byelaws have been updated

f. Census 2021 – this will take place in mid-march.
g. Alleyway from St Giles Close to Station Rd – second set of offset barriers suggested to enhance safety at the residential end. Clerk to make enquiries with Highways and find suppliers.
h. Thanks to Cllr Whittaker for again making available his Zoom access
16. (Agenda 13d) (Public excluded) Consideration of quotes for grass cutting and verge cutting 2021. Clerk had taken up references for all applicants as requested.
a. Verges – awarded to Cardell & sons for one year.
b. Village Grass - Has up till now been cut very reliably by DP Stafford of Yaxley, however despite strenuous efforts since autumn no contact has been possible. The contract to be awarded to Cardell & sons for one year. 

Date of the next Parish Council meeting – Tuesday 16 March 2021

Dates for 2021: 18 May, 20 July, 21 Sept, 16 Nov.
 Janice Osborn       

Parish Clerk    T: 01487 831451  
E: holmeparishclerk@gmail.com  
www.holmecambsparish.org

25 January 2020

Signed………………………… 

Date……………………………
www.holmecambsparish.org

