
Minutes of the meeting of Holme Parish Council
Held on 
Thursday 21st September 2023 in Holme Village Hall
Councillors present: Mr J Griffin (Chair), Mr D Neal, Mr H Watson, Mr P Sargent, Mr E Whittaker, Mrs L Roderick-Smith, Mr J Edwards, Mr C Reed, Mrs W Aylesbury,  County Councillor S Bywater, District Councillor T Alban

Also present: Mrs S Abbott (Clerk)

1. Chairman’s welcome to all Councillors
2. Apologies for absence – none received.  All Councillors were present
3. Public participation. No members of the public attended the meeting
4. To receive declarations of interest.
a.   Councillors to declare any personal interest in any items on the agenda. None declared
b.   Councillors to declare any personal and/or prejudicial interests in any items on the agenda and to inform the Chairman if they wish to speak on the matter during public participation.  None declared
5.  Reports from District and County Councillors
· County Cllr S Bywater shared that he has been agitating County Council regarding the level of weeds in gutters and on footpaths.  This follows receipt of a large number of complaints.  His assessment is that the budget involved is relatively low but the impact of changing the weed spraying policy is high. He stated that Members of the Public should not be spraying weeds themselves.  He encourages all Members of the Public to continue reporting Highways issues (to CCC) and speeding issues to the Police as this is taken into account when allocating resources.  It was noted that proposals for a Cambridge Congestion charge have been stopped for the time being.
· District Cllr T Alban stated he had questioned the developers of Yaxley Road and Pingle Bank on timescales for development.   Noted that despite objections the charge for garden waste collection will be introduced in April. Bills will be issued separately from the community charge.
6. To approve and sign the minutes of meeting held on 20th July 2023 - minutes were approved and signed by Cllr J Griffin.
7. Planning– update on recent applications 
a. 22/01735/FUL Change of use and alteration of barn to form two dwellings - enforcement reference 21/00268/ENPLAN.  Council asked Cllr T Alban to escalate with the enforcement officer as no update has been provided despite several requests.
b. 19/00189/OUT Land rear of 43 Holmewood  - noted that this was refused by HDC on 28/07/2023
c. 23/01097/FUL 11 Station Road – noted that this was refused by HDC on 9/08/2023
d. 23/01297/HHFUL 13 Vicarage Close – noted that this was approved by HDC on 1/09/2023
e. 23/01261/HHFUL 13 Holmewood Crescent – noted that this was showing as “pending decision” by HDC
f. 23/01481/HHFUL 15 Church Street – noted that this was showing as “In progress” by HDC
g. 20/00923/REM Reserved matters application Pingle Bank – noted that HDC approved the reserved matters application on 17/02/2023 and issued the CIL notice on 10/05/2023
8. Financial report.
a. Current position:  As at 11th September 2023 cash balances were £62,559.85
b. Payments to authorise: Cllr Aylesbury proposed and Cllr Whittaker seconded payments per table below                            

	18/07
	DD
	O2
	£7.03

	03/08
	BACs
	Clerk Salary & expenses
	£331.25

	03/08
	BACs
	T.Cardell
	£1,250

	18/08
	DD
	O2
	£7.03

	31/08
	BACs
	Clerk Salary (inc. holiday pay) & expenses
	£465.60


c. Approval of quote for £420 for additional cemetery tree work.  Cllr Griffin proposed and Cllr Aylesbury seconded quote.
d. To note: Receipts: As per information circulated
e. To review:  Balance on CIL account and allocation of reserves – noted.  No decisions required at this time.
f. To note: There have been no enquiries from the external auditor relating to AGAR.  Noted.
9. Select insurers for year commencing 1st October 2023 – Cllr Aylesbury proposed and Cllr Edwards seconded renewal of insurance with current providers, Clear Councils (previously known as BHIB councils insurance).  They also proposed and seconded payment of premium of £475.68
10. Review of Parish Maintenance matters including issues logged with CCC
· Clerk shared that current contract for Parish Maintenance is up for renewal in October. Clerk asked to ensure that requirements are comprehensively documented and obtain 3 quotes for consideration.

· Clerk asked to write to an occupier regarding overgrown trees

· Clerk asked to seek clarification from MOP regarding concerns over trees along Short Drove
11. Discussion on next steps re: search for potential space for a Play Area
· Agreed to set up a sub-committee to create a design for a potential play area made up of Cllr L Roderick Smith, Cllr Whittaker and Cllr Reed.
· Clerk to produce terms of reference for sub-committee
12. Discussion on next steps re: potential opportunity to source land for allotments – a potential opportunity for land for 12 allotments was discussed.  Agreed that Clerk would clarify what requirements are of Parish Councils to provide allotments.
13. Speed Indicator devices – status of conversion to solar panels – Cllr Neal reported that these have been converted to operate via solar panels
14. Approval to proceed with setting up gov.uk email address for clerk – approval was given.  It was noted that it is recommended best practice for Councillors to have an email address that is separate from their personal email address and used only for Council matters.  It is not compulsory for this to be a gov.uk address.
15. Correspondence
a. HDC Biodiversity project update – a biodiversity report following the survey by an ecologist is expected soon.
b. Press release by HDC relating to introduction of charge for green bins – Cllr Edwards will attend an engagement session on the HDC garden waste subscription service initiative on 28th September
c. Correspondence from CCC regarding change in weed spraying policy – noted.  No action at this time but may need to factor in additional costs to budget
d. Any correspondence required to Gigaclear.  None required
16. Reports from Councillors on activities since last meeting

· Agreed that clerk will contact local company to request a quote for a 7 to 8ft Christmas tree. Quote to include placing and securing tree.
17. Report from Clerk on activities since last meeting

· Clerk highlighted that website has been unavailable since 13th September.  An incident has been logged with company who host website
· Clerk explained holiday cover arrangements
· Clerk advised that Council will approve via email design and wording on memorials
18.  Date of the next Parish Council Meeting - 16th November 2023
Sarah Abbott      Parish Clerk    T: 07548 441977                                       e: holmeparishclerk@gmail.com        
21st September 2023
www.holmecambsparish.org


